Government of West Bengal
Transport Department
12, R. N. Mukherjee Road
Kolkata-700001

No.1723-WT/TPT/18011/30/2026 Kolkata, the 21* May, 2026
NOTIFICATION

Whereas in order to enhance womens’ empowerment and to improve their access to
transport facility, Government of West Bengal has decided to implement a scheme for
free transportation for women of the state in all state run buses of West Bengal; and

Whereas it is also decided that free transportation shall be provided in all state run
buses to all women of West Bengal; and

Whereas it is also decided that this facility will be available in all short route and long
route state run buses, for public service in various categories of buses; and

Whereas it is also decided that one Smart Card (digital with QR code) with photo and
name of the beneficiary will be issued to each women beneficiary on application, to be
submitted to the BDO/SDO having jurisdiction; and

Whereas it is also decided that the said card shall be issued to all women of the state on
the basis of supporting documents like (i) Aadhar Card, (ii) Elector’s Photo Identity Card
(EPIC), (iii) VB-G RAMG Job Card (Grameen Rozgar Gurantee Card), (iv) Ayushman Bharat
Health Card, (v) Driving License, (vi) PAN Card, (vii) Indian Passport, (viii) Pension
document with photograph, (ix) Service Identity Cards with photograph issued to
employees by Central/State government/PSUs/Public Limited Companies, (x) Offical
Identity Card issued by Schools/Colleges/Universities and (xi) any other ID card issued by
Government of West Bengal and recent photograph of the beneficiary; and

Whereas it is also decided that for immediate rollout and till issuance of smart card,
identification of beneficiaries will be allowed on the basis of any Photo ID card as
mentioned above issued by competent authority of the Government. Issuance of ‘Zero
Value Ticket’/ ‘Thermal Paper Ticket’ will be issued to women commuters upon request
to the on-duty Conductor after ID verification;

Now, in view of above, the Governor is pleased to order that free transportation will be
provided to all women of West Bengal in all state run buses across the state of West
Bengal to enhance women’s empowerment.

This is issued with concurrence of Finance Department vide UO No. : Group R/2026-
2027/0018 dated 16.05.2026 and approval of the Cabinet vide No.T-D-2 dated
18.05.2026.

This will come into effect from 1** June, 2026. é
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(Surendra Gupta, IAS)
Principal Secretary to the Government of West Bengal
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By Order of the Governor,



ORDER

ORDERED that the Notification be published in the Official Gazette. é
Y
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Principal Secretary
to the Government of West Bengal

No. 1723/1(1)-WT/18011/30/2026 Kolkata,the 21° May, 2026

Copy of the Notification forwarded to the Managing Director, Saraswati Press, Kolkata
with the request to arrange to publish this Notification in the Official Gazette and send
100 (one hundred) copies of the same to this Department for official use.
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Special Secretary

No.1723/2(500)-WT/18011/30/2026 Kolkata, the 21" May 2026
Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to the:

1. Additional Director General (Traffic & Road Safety), West Bengal Police;
2. Director, Transport Directorate;

3. District Magistrate (all);

4. Managing Director, WBTC/NBSTC/SBSTC;

5. Secretary, State Transport Authority, West Bengal;
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Additional Director, CNS/KZ, Transport Directorate;
Technical Director, NIC, WBSC;
. Sub-divisional Officer (all);

9. Private Secretary to Hon’ble M.1.C., Transport Department;

10. Block Development Officer (all);

11. Regional Transport Officer (all);

12. Additional Regional Transport Officer (all);

13. Sr. P.S. to Additional Chief Secretary, Group-R, Finance Department,
Government of West Bengal;

14. Sr.P.S./P.S./Sr.P.A.to Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary/
Secretary, (all) Departments;

15. P.S. to Principal Secretary, Transport Department;

16. Assistant Secretary & Liaison Officer, for taking up with the press to print this
Notification in the Official Gazette.

17. Statistical Officer, Transport Department with a request to take necessary
action for uploading the Notification in the Departmental website;

18. Section Officer/Head Assistant Cell V/Cell VII for records;

19. Guard File. W/
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Special Secretary

Page 2 of 2




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

